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Linking scientists, policy makers and
practitioners in the field of biodiversity
conservation: an interim report

In March 2010 an international workshop on science-based
conservation and conservation-oriented science took place in Israel.
The international workshop was aimed at: [(i] discussing avenues for
global science-based conservation of biodiversity and keys for success;
(i) understanding and examining models of cooperation between
science, policy formulation and conservation practice, including
modes of operation and terms of communication: (i} assessing
applicability of models to Israel, and (iv) providing a brainstorming
opportunity to forge the way forward in establishing long-term
connections between conservation science, policy and practice.

The international workshop was attended by leading figures in the
field of conservation science from the US, Europe, South Africa,
Australia, New Zealand and Israel. The workshop focused on ideas and
avenues for developing future generations of conservation specialists
by establishing teaching, funding and research programs that will
place Israel as a world leader in the fields of biodiversity conservation
research, practice and policy.

The workshop was part of a one-year initiative intended to propose
platforms and avenues for enhancing science-based conservation
and building stronger connections between scientists, practitioners
and policy makers in Israel's biodiversity and conservation arena.
The working group leading this initiative began its activity in October
2009 with a team of Israelis from a range of academic, governmental
and non-governmental organizations attending the DIVERSITAS Open
Science Conference entitled 'Biodiversity and Society: Understanding
Connections, Adapting to Change’. The conference, which hosted 700
participants from 70 different countries, took place in Cape Town,
South Africa. Members of the Israeli working group also attended
the National Committees Day, where they learned about a range of
successful platforms around the world for tightening the links between
scientists, policy makers and practitioners in the areas of biodiversity
and conservation.



Several topics and interim recommendations have arisen from
the working group activity and from the international workshops:

e There are many similarities in the difficulties and challenges faced
around the world in closing the gaps between scientists, decision
makers and practitioners. Therefore, we should learn from the
experience accumulated elsewhere.

e There is a range of platforms and models aimed at linking these
major players, most of which receive governmental support and
some of which have the mandate to provide policy advice.

e It is important to direct funds to inter-organizational activities
that encourage scientists, policy makers and practitioners to work
together.

e |t is recommended that academic institutions build systems to
accredit and reward academics that work with policy makers and
practitioners in practical conservation.

e There is need to develop a cadre of people in Israel with
interdisciplinary training that can understand and converse in
multiple 'languages’, including science, policy and practice.

e Ways should be found to extend and strengthen the scientific staff
of the organizations that deal with conservation in Israel.

e More energy should be directed towards collaboration and
maximizing the returns from the limited budgets rather than
emphasizing the historical differences between organizations
dealing with biodiversity conservation.

e Israel’s rich biodiversity is currently under escalating threat.
On the basis of the knowledge generated by the working group
activity, it will be possible to develop avenues to promote and
encourage those working in science, policy and practice links in
the crucial area of biodiversity conservation.

The working group will publish its recommendations at the end of 2010.

For more information contact Dr. Salit Kark (salit.kark@gmail.com;
sciencebased.conservation2@gmail.com)

Information about the workshop and initiative is available at:
http://biodiversity-group.huji.ac.il/SalitKark/sciencebasedconservation
workshop.html

You Tube films of keynote talks from the workshop:
http://www.youtube.com/view play list?p=F4B7D36E3779A45D
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